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ON THE 


7 


irſt and Second CHAPTER 


Of a late 


W OR K. 


INTITLED, 


Modern OBSERVATIONS on 
e ANTIENT His ronv. 


BEING 


Candid INQUIRY into the Nature and 
Tendency of occaſional Writings on fictitious 
Comunctures ; ; to ſerve for an Explanation 
"here | it may be wanted, 


DU B L I N: 


Printed in the Year M pcc Li. 


— — — | 
ARES 


REMARKS 


ON THE 


fiſt and Second CHAPTER 


i WW 


INTITLE D, 


o ANTIENT HIs Tov. 


ple, who, having no Buſineſs of their 
on, are under a Neceſſity of meddling with that 


nt be impoſed on, Perſons of this Turn of Mind 


a Impoſture of their own begetting, as they 
would of their own Child. 


Modern OBSERVATIONS on 


HERE is hardly any Thing too groſs 
to be inſinuated into the Minds of Peo- 


of other Men, by Way of Employment. Here 
Error and Impoſture are in their proper Soil, and 
vill grow without Cultivation ; for, rather than 


will impoſe on themſelves, and will be as fond of 


e EvERY 


14 1 
Every Period of Time has furniſhed Exam. 
ples of my Obſervation, but none ſo much as 
the preſent, where Men, as the Poet fays, 
Feed upon Conjectures, Dreams, Opinions; and 
can no more live without a daily Syſtem of 
them, than without daily Bread. 


IT is to this idle Humour we are indehted 
for the ſatyrical Writings that iſſue daily from 
the Preſs, under various Shapes and Diſguiſes, 
whoſe ſole Merit conſiſts in opening a Scene 
for every Man's Humour to play a Part in, 


agreeable to his awn Imagination; to form 


Parallels, and draw Concluſions,” to the Ad. 


vantage of that Syem he eſpouſes, be it el 


Politicks, Religion, or Navigation; or what. 
ever Other Controverſy happens to be on 
Foot. 


Tur firſt and laſt of theſe Subjects very 
much engroſs Men's Thoughts at preſent 
and therefore it is, I conceive, that a Book, 
intitled, Modern Obſervations, &c. has been ſo 
greedily bought up, and fo diligently read; 
it having the flattering Appearance of deep 
Politicks, and ſecret Hiſtory ; ; which two Parts 


of Scię ence include and bound all the Curioſity 
= common 


1 
commonly ſtirring; one taking in Gentlemen, 
and the other both Gentlemen and Ladies. 


Tur Author of theſe Papers, or the Au- 


ibors, for I can hardly think they are both 


by one Hand, has very artfully drawn his 
characters in ſuch general Strokes, as to bear 


| a Likeneſs to fifty different Perſons at once ; 


ſ that every Reader may find out the Ori- 
ginal among ſome or other of his Acquaint- 
ance, except only where he deſeribes Orators, 
and there, indeed, Originals are few, and thoſe 
few well known. 


Tuis piece of his Art is | diſcernible, for 
Inſtance, in the Character of Phocyon, whom 
he deſcribes as w/e, generous, and honeſt, 
which is ſo common a Character among us, 
that one may gueſs till Dooms-day before he 
finds out the particular Perſon pointed at by 
the Author. No Man has ſo ſmall a Circle 


of Acquaintance, as not to have contained in 


it the wiſeſt Perſon; moſt generous Gentle- 
man, and honeſteſt Fellow alive. Again, to 
let you know who Demades is, he ſays, be 


contrived to hold a Correſpondence with Mini/- 
ters of State, and had the good Fortune to be 


thought of, by them, as one capable of doing 
A 3 conſiderable 


* 


(Demades) which ſignifies a p3pular Man; but 


ger, as s often as he went on the Hunt for. Apple 


[6] 


conf Krahl Hue; ; which Character fits every 
Man, who has (added to the Want of Truth, 
Juſtice, and Humanity) the Virtues of Diſſi- 


mulation, Cunning, and Intrepidity. The firſt 
will make him paſs for a Man of Honour; 
the ſecond will enable him to apply other 


Men's Honour to what Purpoſes he pleaſes; 


and the laſt will enable him to ſupport his 
own Honour as often as it happens to totter 
in the Opinion of the World, or is rendered 
doubtful by à Series of Proceedings, copied 
from the Lives of Balf, Charters, and Jona- 


nathan Wild. It is ealy to fre how uſeful 
this Sort of People are to a Miniſter of 


State, and therefore no Wonder fo many | 
apply themſelves to the Study of Arts, by MM 
which theſe Gentlemen (now: named) roſe to 
Wealth and fingular Reputation. But ſome * 
People may think he has marked out ſuff- * 
ciently a particular Perſon by the very Name | 

0 


'] muſt vindicate the Author in this too, for g. 
whether a Man be intenſely hated, or intenſely e. 
loved, by the People, he is till popular, and te 
we have Numbers of both Sorts. among us. W 

I srrax this to the Credit of the Author, who, 
doubtleſs, took this Method of puzzling the Res be 
ey 


cations 


Likeneſs of ſo many in one. 


bim by others. 
the Name of Harcot at the Temple in 1704, when 
a Country-Fellow came to inquire for one of them, 


TED 
cations, and making it impoſſible to ſay who this 

or that Man characterized is, by drawing the 
He could do no 
leſs, as every one of his Characters are very bad, 
and ſuch as no body would chuſe to own if a bet- 
ter could be had, and, therefore, may leave, for 
ſome of his Friends to take up, or have given 
There were two Gentlemen of 


and was aſked by the Porter, Which of them 
che meant ?* Simon, he ſaid. They are both called 
Simon, reply d the Porter: He's a Berkſhire Man, 
laid the Fellow ; both are of Berkſhire, ſaid the 
other ; he” 8 a Man, as it were, of an odd Look, 
ſays the Country-Fellow; the Porter told him, 
they were both ill looking Fellows; a tall, ſtrange 
Sort of a Man then; nay, you muſt find another 
Mark, faid the Porter, for, as yet, I can't tell 
one from Yother. Then, to be plain with you, 


dad the Country-Fellow, down in Berkſbire we 


call him Knave Harcot ; By - „ faid the Por- 


ter, they are both Knaves bele | in London; and 
well known to be ſo. 


Tazy muſt have more Sagacity than I can pre- 
tend to, who can diſtinguiſh the particular Knave, 


exhibited it in the Characters of Demades, or Har- 
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of his Book, as the Berꝶſbire Man after converſing 
with the Porter; but one thing I am pretty poſi 


pretended Fragment of Grecian Hiſtory, would 
delineate ſome late Differences: among the 
„ whenever Gentlemen diſagree in Opinion, any 


more than I can term it a Peace when they hap: 


And, in this Part of his O>/ervations, I think 


* 
. E — Aw cat ü 
* 
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paluz, and am juſt as wiſe after reading this Part 
tive in, that the ingenious Author, under this 


People here in Ireland; I ſay Differences, * he. 
Ks. cauſe I cannot term it a Quarrel, or War 


pen to be reconciled, and become unanimous, 


there is Room for a candid Inquiry to be made, 
into the Motives the Author might have had, to 
fall foul on fo many noted Perſons whoever they 
be; and how juſtly he has accounted for the Rik 
and Progreſs of the aforeſaid ſmall Difference 
that ſubſiſted among us. 


; As to the firſt, if am ee by refleding 
on the moral Obſervations ſcattered through his 
Book, that he is a Gentleman of ſpeculative Vir 
tue, and contemplative publick Spirit, who, being 
juſtly warmed with Indignation to ſee © * tit 
„ loweſt of the People, arid thoſe who had no 


ic ay one Virtue, or Qualification, but diſtin 
guilt 


* Page 12. ＋ 1. 


. ; 

nr  « guiſned for every Vice, become conſiderable 

ne Ml in the State, at the Expence of publick Credit, 

« private Friendſhips, deareſt Relations,” which 

vere all diſſolved to compleat a Scheme of Power 

a fe- perſons had at Heart, could contain himſelf 
no longer, or put up with the crying Sins of a 

Demades, Harpalus, or others, who, by Rapine 

and Treachery, had made themſelves Fortunes, 

| but was reſolved to ſpeak his Mind, for the Good 
of his Country. It is obſerved that ſpeculative 
People enter more warmly into Debate than prac- 
ical Men, and therefore we need not ſuppoſe this 
Author to have been influenced. by the Beotian 


b 08 um he mentions of * © private Intereſt that 
they makes Men ſee black red, and red black, not 


© gccording to the real, but the artificial Ap- 
* pearance of Colours; ſince it may be other- 
vile accounted for; and is farther incredible he 
ſhould not know, that there is not any Difference 
between real, and artificial Colours; for every 
Colour is really what! it 1 


Bor though, 1 think, this may account for his 
being ſo angry; it is difficult to account for his 
ſtaring Miſtakes, in the Hiſtory of the Riſe, and 
Progreſs, of our Differences; of which he makes 
one Pulpperebon, the fole Author and Contriver ; 


for, 


* Page I. 
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for, at the Time Antipater dy'd, and this ſame | 
Polyperchon privately apply'd' to Demoſthenes, (ac- n 
cording to him *,) our Differences had paſſed their t 
Zenith, Nicanor was defeated, and all the Projects Ml c. 
baffled of his Son, and Ppocyon. Beſides, what h 
Connexion could our Differences have with, or 


what Influence on, a Macedonian Miniſtry? Or f 
was it a likely Way for Demoſthenes, to compa Ml 
his Ambition (if that ruled Oy 80 oppoſing that 
N 8 5 
Bax hs will have it that 8 made his 3 
firſt private Attempt at Athens, both before and q 
after Antipater's Death; that his Friend Demſte- 
nes conceived infinite Joy on the Propoſal of di 
treſſing Nicanor's Government after, in effect, his be 
Government was ended. _ 
Ni e at bins: : I A 
Lown, I cannot clearly account for this Dif-Mif n 
rence of Times and Tenſes, in our Author's Hi-W i 
tory, unleſs it was to puzzle his Readers, as vel hi 
about Aras, as Perſons ; but be it as it may, in | VT 
that particular, it is undeniable that Party, about :; 
the Time he mentions, ran very high at Alen © 
and the Strut, the Stare, Preſumption, &c. be · I by 
came ſo familiar to one Side, that the Leaders d fl 
it cannot yet lay it down, though one would think in 


repeated 


* P. 9, 10. 


(11 ] 
ne Wl xpeated Defeats on their choſen Ground, might 


c- make them look leſs big, and be leſs inſolent than 
eir Wl they are on the leaſt Glimpſe of any puiſny Suc- 


beſore- hand, and to teſtify a ridiculous Joy on do- 
ing very little, becauſe they are e * 
could do Io much. | 


Tuis picture, however, of Confuſion and Im- 
poſture, both Atrange and familiar, (according to 
ourAuthor) it ſeems is only brought in by the by , 
and he owns it is virtuous to © extol and raiſe the 
3 Reputation of every able Man who purſues popular 
* Meaſures, and is publick ſpirited.” It ſeems ſtrange 


much of being popular, that if ever he arrives at 


4 familiar Appellations to them he addreſſed, 
for that alone had ne'er made him dangerous, 
but his whole Carriage confirmed the Pro- 
ſions he made, nor was his Brow at vari- 
ace with his Ti ongue, when he ſpoke and flat- 
LIFE 5 den 


*P. 13. 


deb. But weak People are too apt to triumph 


he could not find one among all his Acquaint- 
ance whoſe Reputation wanted a Lift, for either 
Ability, or publick Spirit ; and who wanted fo 


it, he muſt get a new Step, atleaſt, to introduce 
him. When Publicola courted the Romans, he not 
only practiced the familiar Lap of the Arm and 
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1s deciſive, and confers true Honour, Reverence 


not a Faction, one as beloved, as our Auth 
_ deſcribes that of Demetrius Phalareus to have bees 


Silver ; or give it a general Currency, though 
be ſtamped with Titles, and loaded with 4m 
as Numerous as thoſe we ſee quartered | in 1 Chat a 


the Character of thoſe. with whom our Author! 
ſo angry, for ſacrificing rhemſelves on the ven 
Proſpect of private Advantage +; becauſe, Ithinl 


than branded, and are ſo far from being ignol 
| nious, that 1 ſhould laud 1 two or three dozen Gel 


[ 12 ] 


tered. The Voice of the People, our Author owns, 


and Worſhip, and, certainly, for this Reaſon, z. 
mong others, that they cannot long be impoſe, 
on *. Factions who uſurp Government, and have 
the power of coining, may make the fame In- 
preſſion on Lead or Copper, they do on Gold and 
Silver, but (as our Author, in his Words, malt 
obſcurely, obſerves) they will paſs only for i Intrin: 
ſick Value; nor can even a Government, that j 


Prevail on the People, to take Braſs 2 f 


petty Counts and Princes. | 


I Max not theſe Rulings to depreciate or brat 


ſuch Blockheads ſhould be laughed at, rat 


ben 


P. 14 P. ibid, 


C193; 

emen I know, for doing the fame, and commend 
them for it highly. It is, perhaps, the only Ser- 
vice they can do their Country to diſpoſe of them- 
elves in that manner. When Alexander of Ju- 
dra told the People, he would do any thing they 
defired to gain their Approbation, and intreated 
they would let him know, what would pleaſe 
them, and he would perform it with Pleaſure; 
Hang your elf, they cry'd, Nem. Con. and the 
famous Col. TITUS proved it a Duty incumbent 
on Oliver Cromwell to kill himſelf, if other Peo- 
ple were ſqueamiſn in Point of Aſſaſſination. God 
(forbid theſe Gentlemen ſhould take ſuch Advice 
if it were given them; but it would certainly be 
very agreeable to the People, if they made 
themſelves a little ſcarcer, and ſacrificed their 
om Intereſt, to that of the Publick, which is 
the only Sacrifice their bittereſt Enemies would 
defire them to make. Then, as our Author 
deſcribes it, a golden Age would enſue, publick 
Credit revive, and Commerce extend, Improve- 
ments in Arts and Huſbandry would be ſeen, 
and wholeſome Laws be made to incourage 
irtue and Induſtry, and ſuppreſs Idleneſs and 

And he might have added, then an up- 
5 Governor might teſtify, in his Looks, the 
pnevolence of his Mind, without incurring 
buy Sneers, and forced Conceits; or being 
5 privately 
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tered. The Voice of the People, our Author owns, tle 


is deciſive, and confers true Honour, Reverence = 1c 


and Worſhip, and, certainly, for this Reaſon, z. vc 
mong others, that they. cannot long be impoſed ſel 


on . Fuctions who uſurp Government, and had“ 
the Power of coining, may make | the fame In del 

preſſion on Lead or Copper, they do on Gold an the 
Silver, but (as our Author, in his Words, ol” 
obſcurely, obſerves) they will paſs only for intri x 

an 


fick Value; nor can even a Government, that i 
not a Faction, one as beloved, as our Autho 
deſcribes that of Demetrius Phalareus to have been 


on 
ple 
for 


Silver; or give it a general Currency, though 4 
be ſtamped with Y; iles, and loaded with LL FO 
as numerous as thoſe we ſee quartered | in Coat ) 
petty Counts and Princes. | the 
IuAkx not theſe Remarks to depreciate or bran s 
the Character of thoſe. with whom our Authori Cr 
ſo angry, for ſacrificing themſelves on the ven ne 
; Proſpect of private Advantage +; becauſe, I think 2nd 
ſuch Blockheads ſhould be laughed at, rathe Vir 
than branded, and are ſo far from being ignoſi Vic 
nious, that 1 ſhould laud two or three dozen ez) WH 
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men I know, for doing the ſame, and commend 
hem for it highly. It is, perhaps, the only Ser- 
vice they can do their Country to diſpoſe of them- 
yes in that manner. When Alexander of Ju- 


deſired to gain their Approbation, and intreated 
they would let him know, what would pleaſe 
them, and he would perform it with Pleaſure; 

Hang your. ſelf, they cry'd, Nem. Con. and the 


on Oliver Cromwell to kill himſelf, if other Peo- 
ple were ſqueamiſh in Point of Aſſaſſination. God 


WT if it vere given them; but it would certainly be 
Y rety agreeable to the People, if they made 
themſelves a little ſcarcer, and ſacrificed their 
on Intereſt, to that of the Publick, which is 
the only Sacrifice their bittereſt Enemies would 
&fire them to make. Then, as our Author 


Credit revive, and Commerce extend, Improve- 
ments in Arts and Huſbandry would be ſeen, 
and wholeſome Laws be made to incourage 


Vice. And he might have added, then an up- 


right Governor might teſtify, in his Looks, the 
benevolence. of his Mind, without incurring 


privately 


* 
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iza told the People, he would do any thing they 


forbid theſe Gentlemen ſhould take ſuch Advice 


deſcribes it, a golden Age would enſue, publick 


Virtue and Induſtry, and ſuppreſs Idleneſs and 


lancy Sneers, and forced Conceits z or being 


famous Col. TITUS proved i ita Duty incumbent = 
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Purpoſe. He never had a Majority of his id 
in the Prytancum, or ever had Power enoug 


[ 14 ] 
privately traduced by thoſe who flatter him iN 
| _ ; | 8 | 3 g 
publick, for not preferring to ſerve their Am. 
bition, rather than his own Honour, and the N 
publick Intereſts. 1 
5 th 


I HAVE Hs with the firſt Chapter ad bi 
what to make of the ſecond, or how to un 80 


derſtand its Relation to the firſt, paſſes my an 
Skill and Ingenuity ; only it is obviouſly writ no 
ten by another Author, who ſhews himſelf . 
be as ſervile an Adulator, as the other i s Win 
cynical Defamer; for I cannot defend hin on 
any longer. They are (to compare great Thing A 
with. very ſmall) like the Lord Clarendon and ® 
Dennis; with one, all are Devils; and with tht 
other, all Angels. We all know, for Inſtance 1 
that the Perſon extolled for his Popularity unde ma 
the Name of Nicias, was ſo far from the Aﬀec . 
tions of the People, or the Friendſhip of Noble hur 
men, that they ſet up a Shout at him whener,, 
he appeared in the Streets of Athens; and whe! bell 
he wanted a Cr y of Long Live, after his Char rals 
he was fain to employ a low Magiſtrate in HI | 
Suburbs, to hire a Band of an hundred for th thor 


in Athens to ſerve any Governor, or make | 


Government N as this Scribler would ſig 
gel 


[ 15 ] 
in elt; and I have read Pauſanias from End to 
m. bad, as well as Diodorus, and can aver that 


the neither contain the Characters of 7 heopompus, as 
they tell them, or that any Statues of thirty Foot 
a high were raiſed to him. In all Writings of this 


dort, a ſtrict regard ſhould be had to Hiſtory, 
ind the Art of the Writer 1s ſeen, in finding, 
"ot in making, the Parallel. There are two 
Things Men are not allowed to make, Reaſon 
and Hiſtory; and yet every Author 1 in every Sci- 
ence, now-a-days, ſets about both, as if they 


were as eaſy a Manu facture, as Mr. Delamain 8 
earthen Ware. 


Wrar Influence theſe ſcurrilous Writings 
may have on publick Affairs, muſt be left to 
tie higher Powers to determine; but, in my 
humble Opinion, the Attorney-General ought 
to be conſulted, to know how far they are li- 
bellous, and if they be contrary to good Mo- 
rs, and the equitable Conſtruction of Laws 
n that Caſe made and provided, have the Au- 
hors and Publiſhers 3 
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